
 
 

 

SBE/STH/NJE/SSC 

 

4 September 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

It has been lovely to see the students back in college this week; we have had an incredibly positive 

start to the new term. 

 
Examination Results 
We are delighted with our students' superb achievements.  Building on our successes over recent 
years, we remain one of the top performing secondary schools in the County and that is thanks to the 
hard work and dedication of our whole school community.  
 
English and maths had grade 9-4 pass rates of above 75%. With 74% of our students achieving a good 
pass in both English and maths (this compares very favourably to the East Sussex average of 63%). In 
addition to this, a high number of subjects also achieved outstanding pass rates of over 80% with many 
exceeding 90%. These include biology, chemistry, physics, French, art, computer science, early years, 
sport and Spanish. Overall, our students achieved results significantly above national averages.  
 
We are truly blessed by the unwavering support of our parents and families, whose encouragement 
has been instrumental in guiding our students to these remarkable outcomes. We will continue to 
work with our community to ensure that every student is able to reach their God-given potential. 
 
Homework 

One of the key reasons that our students can achieve such excellent results is because of the hard 

work they do both in college and at home. 

 

Research shows that homework can add an extra five months of learning to each academic year. We 

will continue to have a real focus on homework this year and into the future. We would value your 

ongoing support in this area, and we would like to encourage you to monitor your child’s homework 

on Arbor. 

 

For children who prefer to stay at college to complete their homework, or for those who would like 

additional support, we offer a staffed homework club in the library, Monday – Thursday, until 4.05pm. 

This is on top of the support which our departments offer. 

 

Open Evening – Early Closure 

St Catherine’s College Open Evening for prospective families is taking place on Tuesday 9 September 

from 4.30pm. Our Open Evenings have proved to be hugely popular in the past and we have attracted 

large numbers of visitors into the College. To prepare for the evening effectively, we will need to close 

the college early to all year groups. This early closure also allows our many student helpers to have 

adequate time for a break before the evening commences. We are so very grateful to the huge number 

of children who have kindly volunteered to help. 

 



 

 

The timings for this early closure day are below:   
 

Timing  Session  

Tutor – Lesson 2   As per normal  

11.10am - 11.40am  Extended breaktime  

11.45am - 12.30pm  Lesson 3  

  All students leave college at 12.30pm  

  

We will offer a slightly reduced menu on this day, and students will be able to collect their lunch during 

the extended breaktime. We are sorry for any inconvenience that this early closure may cause to you 

as parents and carers.  As always, please do let us know if you require a space in college for your child 

during that afternoon by completing this Form. 

 

Wednesday 10 September  

In recognition of the late evening for many of our students, there is the option for all students to have 

a slightly later start to the day on Wednesday, when they can choose to come into school in time for 

lesson one at 9:10am. We will not be marking any child as late if they arrive up until 9:10am. The 

students will not be missing any of their lesson time and hopefully they will be able to focus more 

effectively in lessons, as they may not be as tired. School will be open as usual for those students 

wishing to come in for breakfast from 8:00am in the cafe.   

Whole College Photos  

Student photographs for this academic year are taking place on Friday 12 September. More 

information on this will follow shortly. 

 

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support. Please contact us if you have any questions regarding 

any of the above. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

 

                                                      

 

Nigel Jewell      Sophie Thomas           Solomon Berhane 

Deputy Headteacher     Head of School               Headteacher 

 

 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all 

your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.”  Proverbs 3:5-6 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=kn1RkxfBX0W6z2BEZFHCnVi7VxLEh01Jgl39dxdd07dUOFNMQkExSEJRVVVISzlNOTlQVU9VVDlCRS4u

